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To all our wonderful families, 
 
As the end of the year is all but here, I am remiss in getting this letter out so late. It’s been such a busy 
time for me personally with a big move from a property at Telegraph Point to a small villa in Port 
Macquarie. 
 
 It has also been a big time at the centre with many new enrolments coming in and many of our children 
exiting the centre and going off to primary school.   
 
We are always very sad to farewell those children and families  
who no longer require preschool education, particularly those  
who have seen two or more children go from the babies room  
right through. We can’t help but get attached as is our role so if  
you are leaving us please do come and visit.  
 
 
Michelle, Leah, Jo and their teams have done a wonderful job of collating the children’s work and 
getting their end of year bags ready for home. We hope you like the keepsake of their Identity  
Folders but from experience it is when your children are all grown up as mine now are that you look at 
their folders and remember them with a smile and a tear as little children. It goes so very  
quickly and the next thing you are acquiring precious grandchildren.  
 
Our Christmas party was a resounding success and I’d like to thank Bunnings for supplying a very 
young looking Santa and helper free of charge. The cake from the bakery of Ally and Dean Trumper 
was delicious and a huge thankyou to the staff who volunteered their time to come in and help out. 
Thank you to all those who attended and helped make it a fun-filled occasion.  
 
We have had a few challenges this year that your committee and I have needed to manage and make 
some difficult decisions around. These related mostly to finances and issues with our premises but 
what a wonderful support I have had in these terrific people. I’d like to take this opportunity to sincerely 
thank them. They are truly valued.  
 
If you haven’t done so already I urge you to take a look at our new and improved website. 
www.hastingspreschool.com.au  
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There will be some staff changes next year as Mardy has formally handed in her notice. She will be 
missed by many of the staff, children and families but we wish her well in her new venture. As our 
numbers have been significantly lower this year due to changes in the new Child Care System and also 
to a very large 100 place centre opening in the area we will not be replacing Mardy and will need to 
make some room changes for the assistant educators. This will depend on the numbers in each room. 
For this year the room leaders will remain in the same rooms however there will be changes to these in 
2020.  
 
Our fee debt is significant and growing by the month.  This will require tougher consequences when 
fees are not paid on time.  Please understand the centre finances depend entirely on the fees and we 
cannot afford the massive amount of unpaid fees that has accrued this year. If you are having difficulty 
in keeping up with fee payments please see me to arrange a manageable payment plan.   
 
 

 
 
Feel free to interrupt me any time I’m in the office if you have any concerns or even just to say hello. 
Your feedback is not only welcome but a legal requirement so please let us know if there is any way we 
can improve on our service.  
 
Our centre will close from 22nd December and will reopen Tuesday 8th January 2019. Staff will attend 
First Aid training on Monday 7th Jan and set up their rooms ready for children to arrive Tuesday.  
On behalf of the staff here at Hastings Preschool & Long Day Care Centre I’d like to wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Stay safe and take care on the roads.    
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Debra 
Director 


